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After having said this, Akbar blissfuly went to sleep. He woke
up in the morning to find Jiji happy with a glow of contentment
on her face. His knowing smile was unmistakable. Thereafter,
Jiji took no notice of the complaints made to Humayun by some
disgruntled attendants that she was practising black magic to
prevent Akbar from accepting anyone's milk but her own.
As desired by the infant prince, Jiji kept this story a closely
guarded secret till he came to the throne in 1556. One day when
Akbar, while hunting in the forests around Delhi, killed a huge
snake by fearlessly seizing its tail with his right hand and quel-
ling it. His companions were astounded at the courage and the
strength of the young Emperor. It was then that Jiji narrated the
fourteen-year-old story to underline the supernatural faculties
Akbar was blessed with.
The bulk of this story was apparently concocted by some servile
sycophants. Jiji Anaga's exaggerations were perhaps based on
some observations regarding the child's uncommon intelligence
and memory.
Humayun's small force marched out of Sind, not knowing pre-
cisely the destination it was heading for. Hope was its guide and
the will to survive the main weapon. The western part of Babar's
empire was held firmly by Mirza Kamran. Unbridled ambition had
made him the bitterest foe of Humayun. MirzasAskari and Hindal,
as also Yadgar-Nasir Mirza,* had thrown their lot on the side of
Kamran in the belief that Humayun would never be able to stage a
comeback and stake a claim to his patrimony. They were known
to have made plans to resist any move by the Emperor to gain a
foothold in territories under their sway. The tribal chiefs of Balu-
chistan had been forewarned against permitting Humayun to pass
through their lands. They felt certain that the demoralized imperial
forces would not be able to fight their way through Baluchistan
to Qandhar. Secret instruction for the arrest of Humayun and his
senior amirs had been issued to some trusted chieftains.
The route Humayun took was thus beset with hazards and
traps too numerous to count. But this did not deter him from his
resolve to make the best of a situation that, to say the least, was
dismal In fact, he had no alternative. His very survival was at
*Yadgar-Nasir Mirza was son of Babar's brother Nasir Mirza.